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THE INTERRUPTED STAIRCASE. 

By Edward Leb Young. 

THIS title is used to distinguish the interrupted staircase 
from the usual straight run staircase which is seen and 
endured in the majority of our dwellings. The ordinary 
staircase is a gaunt, uncompromising yet necessary ladder, that 
fills three-fourths of the space of the average hall-way, and 
no attempt is made to modify and make more endurable, if not 
more beautiful, its monstrous practicality. The writer is con- 



in the hall, or the upper screen, reaching the ceiling, may 
be lowered to form a screen the height of the frieze, as 
shown in the figure. 

Probably the most radical interruption of a staircase is 
shown in Pig. 2, for the illustration shows the structure cut 
off short, and returned the other way. To start from the be- 
ginning and build such a staircase would be a simple matter, 
but in these several drawings we wish to show how the old 
straight staircases may be improved by such alterations and 
interruptions as are herein shown. 

To produce the effect as shown in Pig, 3, the ripper part of 
the old staircase remains properly "shored" until the first run 




Fig. 1.— A STAIRCASE SUGGESTION IN THE LOUIS XV. STYLE. DESIGNED BY EDWARD LEE YOUNG. 



vinced that such a staircase is capable of artistic treatment, 
and presents the reader with several suggestions as to how its 
appearance may be improved. 

Pig. 1 is an alteration which requires the platform only two 
steps up, and a decorated screen. The pierced carved woodwork 
lightens the weight of the wood, and suggests the easy lines of 
the Elizabethan period. This screen work could be carried 
farther up to mask the staircase from the sight of one standing 



is built. Of course this necessitates the changing of the base- 
ment stairs to land behind the leaded glass window with the 
proper broad landing. The proper " head room " will be re- 
quired both under the ceiling of the passage and also on the 
gallery floor. For this reason a ceiling lower than fourteen feet 
in the clear would be too low to make this staircase alteration 
desirable. In such event we would suggest the alteration 
delineated in Fig. 1. 




Fig. 2,-STAIRCASE REVERSED. CLASSIC LINES. DESIGNED BY EDWARD LEE YOUNG.. 
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